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 LATVIAN PM ON COURSE TO HEAD 

ANOTHER COALITION GOVERNMENT  

Implications of Latvia’s parliamentary elections for international 

investors 

   5 October 2022 

Prime Minister Krišjānis Kariņš looks set to lead Latvia’s next government after his centre-right New 

Unity alliance won the country’s recent parliamentary elections, securing 19% of the popular vote 

and more than tripling the number of its supporters.  

While the Kariņš-led New Unity lacks a clear parliamentary majority in Latvia’s incoming, seven-party 

parliament, the centre-right alliance is on course to become the driving force in the next governing 

coalition, which could include centrist, right-wing and even progressive formations.  

Kariņš’ likely re-appointment as PM comes as Latvia remains one of the most impacted countries of 

Russia’s war against Ukraine. The PM’s strong stance against the Kremlin was among the main 

contributors to his party’s election victory. Geopolitics looks set to drive the next government’s 

agenda, in addition to other priority areas such as the economy, employment, science and 

education.  

With coalition talks to form the next government underway, Aretera takes a deeper look at the 

implications of Latvia’s parliamentary elections and the country’s post-election landscape. 

 

This memo will cover: 

 an introduction to Latvia’s diverse, multi-party politics, 

 the parliamentary election results, 

 changes in the Latvian political landscape, 

 the prospects of a new government and the incoming governing coalition, 

 implications for international businesses.  
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ELECTIONS PRODUCE SEVEN-PARTY PARLIAMENT 

On 1st October, Latvian voters went to the polls to elect the 100 members of the Saeima, the 

country’s unicameral parliament, for a four-year legislative term on a proportional election system 

with open-list representation.   

In accordance with pre-election estimates, the centre-right New Unity (JV) alliance of Prime Minister 

Krišjānis Kariņš finished first with 19% of the popular vote. Kariņš’ multi-party coalition, which consists of 

the liberal-conservative Unity Party, the regionalist Latgale and a number of regional parties, has 

more than tripled the number of its supporters compared to the 2018 elections.  

With 100% of the votes counted, six other parties have made it into the Saeima. The main opposition 

centrist-agrarian Greens’ and Farmers’ Union (ZZS) finished second with 12.4%, followed by the United 

List alliance (AS) of centrist, regionalist and green parties (11%) and the right-wing populist National 

Alliance (NA). The Eurosceptic and Russian minority representative For Stability received 6.8%, while 

the green-leftist Progressives and the right-wing populist Latvia First (LPV) party both scored 6.2%.  

FINAL ELECTION RESULTS  

Party/Alliance Popular Vote (%) Projected MP Seats 

New Unity – JV (centre-right alliance, pro-EU) 19 26 

Union of Greens and Farmers – ZZS (centrist-agrarian) 12.4 16 

United List – AS (multi-party alliance, ideologically 

diverse from greens to social conservatives)  

11 15 

National Alliance – NA (right-wing populist)  9.3 13 

For Stability – S! (Eurosceptic populist, Russian minority 

representative, COVID-19-sceptic) 

6.8 11 

The Progressives – PRO (green-leftist, social democratic) 6.2 10 

Latvia First – LPV (right-wing populist, COVID-19-sceptic) 6.2 9 

Total  100 

(Source: Central Election Commission of Latvia, with 100% of the votes counted. Turnout: 59.44%) 

CENTRISTS SCORE A DECISIVE WIN 

Although far from a parliamentary majority, New Unity has emerged from last Saturday’s vote in a 

strong position. The centre-right alliance made up the smallest parliamentary group following the 

2018 elections, while it is now on course to become the largest with 26 of the 100 MP seats.  

At the same time, however, neither of the two other centrist parties supporting the outgoing Kariņš 

Cabinet – the Conservatives and the liberal Development/For! Party – have passed the 5% election 

threshold and subsequently fell out of parliament, securing only 4.97% and 3.1%, respectively. 

New Unity’s main rival, the agrarian Union of Greens and Farmers, made minimal gains compared to 

four years ago, while the fellow centrist United List alliance, the parties of which ran separately in 

2018, performed well and will become the third largest group in the Saeima. 
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A SETBACK FOR RUSSIAN MINORITY PARTIES 

While centrist (and pro-Western) parties have scored a decisive win, the elections dealt a major blow 

to those Latvian parties representing the country’s Russian-speaking minorities, which make up one 

quarter of the 1.9 million population. Russia’s war in Ukraine was the defining topic shaping the 

elections.  

Among these formations, the centre-left Harmony, also the largest party representing ethnic Russians, 

suffered the biggest setback. The party won the last elections with 20% of the vote, but fell to 4.8% 

and – accordingly – below the electoral threshold. Harmony, which previously maintained a friendly 

stance towards Moscow, came out strongly against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, likely alienating the 

core of its voter base. 

Similar to past elections, the Latvian Russian Union party also failed to enter parliament, although has 

slightly increased its support to 3.8%. The populist Sovereign Power, which holds three seats in the 

Saeima, also failed to meet the parliamentary threshold, with just 3.2% 

A standout result was that of the For Stability party. Formed just last year after breaking away from 

Harmony, the party secured almost 7% of the vote and will have 11 MPs. The party describes itself as 

centrist, however critics argue it maintains a populist profile. 

PM ON COURSE TO BE RE-APPOINTED  

On 3rd October, Latvian President Egils Levits tasked PM Kariņš with a mandate to form the country’s 

new government. Despite his party’s relatively poor election results in 2018, Kariņš – a US-born Latvian 

and a linguist by profession with brief business experience – became Prime Minister one year later 

following unsuccessful post-election coalition talks at the time, in which the larger parties of the 

Saeima failed to form a government after the previous parliamentary vote.  

Commenting on his mandate, the Latvian PM said the country needs a reformist government with a 

focus on structural reforms in the economy, employment, science and education. Prior to the 

elections, Kariņš pledged no changes to Latvia’s taxation system, adding that reducing tax burdens, 

as well as initiatives to simplify and harmonize the country’s taxation system, will be on the 

government’s agenda “when the current crisis is over.” The PM-designate is also a fierce supporter of 

Latvia’s Euro-Atlantic path and has shown a strong stance against Russia in wake of the war in 

Ukraine, which likely contributed to the electoral success of his party.  

AN INCOMING MULTI-PARTY MAJORITY 

On behalf of the New Unity bloc, the PM-designate is currently holding coalition talks with the fellow 

centrist United List, the right-wing National Alliance (which is also part of the outgoing governing 

coalition) and the green-leftist Progressives. 

Theoretically, New Unity, the United List and the National Alliance hold enough seats to form a 

parliamentary majority. However, President Levits has encouraged the PM-designate to aim for a 

broader coalition, with Kariņš adding that he will hold talks with all parties with like-minded 

geopolitical affiliation, including the Progressives.  
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Such a coalition would mean a close-to-constitutional majority in the Latvian parliament with 64 MPs, 

however this could also mean strong ideological clashes between the left-wing Progressives and the 

right-wing National Alliance (particularly on the economy and social issues), as well as concerns for 

the stability of the coalition in the long run. 

CONCLUSIONS 

We expect swift coalition talks led by the New Unity alliance, which will likely result in the re-

appointment of Krišjānis Kariņš as Prime Minister. While an ideologically diverse governing coalition 

including the Progressives remains possible, Kariņš is on course to secure a minimum of two other 

parties to support the incoming, New Unity-led government, with the composition of his prospective 

government subject to the outcome of coalition talks.  

The PM-designate will likely aim for a smooth transition process as Latvia – similar to all other 

European countries – continues to face major political, economic and security challenges as a result 

of Russia’s war against Ukraine, the looming economic downturn and Europe’s unfolding energy 

crisis, with coalition talks likely to be concluded in the coming weeks. 

 

### 

If you would like to schedule a discussion of this paper, please contact: 
Dominik Istrate, Advisor for Central & Eastern Europe at d.istrate@areterapa.com    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aretera 

Aretera is a leading independent public affairs advisory firm operating across Central & Eastern Europe, Ukraine, 

Turkey, Central Asia and a growing number of global emerging markets. We advise a wide range of leading 

multi-national corporations, providing counsel on all aspects of public policy, public affairs and reputation 

management.  
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